






REEDLEY CITY COUNCIL MEETING – September 13, 2016                            

1 
 

A complete audio record of the minutes is available at www.reedley.ca.gov 
 
The regular meeting of the Reedley City Council was called to order by Mayor Soleno at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 13, 2016 in the City Hall Council Chambers, 845 “G” Street, Reedley, California.  
 
INVOCATION – Msgr. Esquivel, St. Anthony of Padua Church 
      
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
The pledge of allegiance was led by Council Member Fast 
  
ROLL CALL  
 
Council Members 
 
Present:  Robert Beck, Anita Betancourt, Mary Fast, Henry Rodriguez, Ray Soleno. 
 
Absent:  None 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL – ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 
 
Council Member Beck moved, Council Member Betancourt seconded to accept and approve agenda. 
 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
1. FIRE DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION INCLUDING RECOGNITION OF PROMOTIONS. 

Fire Chief Isaak introduced Tim Anderson, Anthony Ceja, Tony Cortez, Art Gonzales, Daniel Lopez, Juan 
Morales, Christian Ramos, Peter Lopez and Miguel Villalta as Reedley’s new firefighters, and provided a brief 
bio on each individual.  Chief Isaak recognized Nelson Alvarado and Gilbert Torres who were promoted from 
Firefighters to Fire Engineers and Efrain Martinez who was promoted to Fire Captain.  Justin Watson was 
recently promoted to Battalion Chief and Chief Isaak spoke of Justin Watson’s qualification and his years of 
dedication to the department. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
00:12:55 
 
Ruth Nunez, Representing the group of Mothers from the Champions for Change Organization.  Ms. Nunez invited 
Council to Reedley Family Health event hosted by their organization on September 28, 2016 at the Reedley 
Community Center and provided information on the event in Spanish and the presentation was translated by Gabriela 
Mares.    
  
 
CONSENT AGENDA (Items 2-5)             Motion _________2nd ___________ 
00:17:00 
 
Council Member Fast requested the agenda items #5 be removed for discussion.  Council Member Rodriguez thanked 
Chief Garza and his staff for continuing to pursue federal grant monies which enhances the effectiveness in their 
department.  
 
Council Member Betancourt moved, Council Member Rodriguez seconded to accept, approve and adopt all items 
listed under the CONSENT AGENDA as follow:  
 
2. MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS OF JUNE 14, 2016, JUNE 28, 2016, AUGUST 23, 2016 & 

SPECIAL MEETINGS OF MAY 17, 2016 AND JUNE 28, 2016.  – Approved 
 
3. RECOMMEND REJECTION OF CLAIM –HOLGUIN, JIM  – Claim denied  

 

http://www.reedley.ca.gov/
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4. AUTHORIZE THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO EXPEND FUNDS BUDGETED IN THE 2016/17 GENERAL 
FUND BUDGET UPON RECEIVING THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE JAG GRANT.- 
Approved    
 

5. ADOPT RESOLUTION 2016-081 AMENDING THE 2016-17 ADOPTED BUDGET APPROPRIATING 
$28,000 FROM FUND 003-2710 FOR EMERGENCY REPAIR TO FIRE ENGINE 531. – Removed for 
discussion 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5.  ADOPT RESOLUTION 2016-081 AMENDING THE 2016-17 ADOPTED BUDGET APPROPRIATING 

$28,000 FROM FUND 003-2710 FOR EMERGENCY REPAIR TO FIRE ENGINE 531. 
 

Council Member Fast asked for additional information on the engine being repaired. Chief Isaak said that the engine 
was a 2005 model and was one of the more recent purchases. He did not foresee any more mechanical breakdowns 
and that other than repairs would be the normal wear and tear such as tires and brakes.  
 
Council Member Rodriguez moved, Council Member Fast seconded to accept, approve and ADOPT RESOLUTION 
2016-081 AMENDING THE 2016-17 ADOPTED BUDGET APPROPRIATING $28,000 FROM FUND 003-2710 
FOR EMERGENCY REPAIR TO FIRE ENGINE 531. 
 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
WORKSHOP 
00:21:04 
 
6. PRESENTATION BY THE GREATER REEDLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON ACTIVITIES 

UNDERTAKEN SINCE ADOPTION OF THE CITY’S BUDGET AND GOALS FOR THE 
UPCOMING YEAR.  REQUEST BY CHAMBER FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING. (CITY COUNCIL 
TO TAKE NO VOTE ON THIS REQUEST DURING WORKSHOP) 

 
City Manager, Nicole Zieba explained that Tim Thiesen would discuss what they had been working on and what they 
intended to do in the future.  Ms. Zieba stated that only $50,000 to the Chamber had been approved and that this 
additional $25,000 had not been approved during the recent budget process.  She indicated that since this was a 
workshop, there would be no vote, however Council could ask that staff bring forth a resolution and budget 
amendment at the next Council meeting.  
 
Tim Thiesen, Chairman of the Greater Reedley Chamber of Commerce addressed Council and provided information 
on recent changes within the organization, explaining that they were fiscally stable. He said that he was focusing on 
membership growth and programs to come.  He felt that he was way ahead of his crew on many things because he was 
already working on programs that they would be implementing from November 2016 through February of 2017.  Mr. 
Thiesen said that he already had discussions with the Downtown Association and that they were moving forward to 
start to cooperate on projects in Reedley including events. He stated that he was working with City Manager in 
business retention and reaching out to businesses that were thinking about relocating to Reedley.   Mr. Thiesen 
mentioned that in addition to focusing on new membership, the Chamber would also be concentrating on member 
retention and that they would be launching a new program this fall called “Good Morning Reedley”.  This would be a 
monthly gathering with Chamber and public members hosted by chamber members at their business and Council 
would also be invited.  Mr. Thiesen finished by saying that their staffing committee had made a final selection on the 
Chamber’s new CEO, however he was unable to disclose any details and would be introducing their new CEO at the 
September 27, 2016 Council meeting.  
 
Al Smith, Interim CEO said he was a new comer to Reedley and had not spent a lot of time here.  He provided his 
professional background which was in broadcasting for 47 years, then 10 ½ years with the Fresno Chamber of 
Commerce. He said that in the few months that he had been in Reedley, he had met some phenomenal people who 
showed a great passion for this community. Mr. Smith provided an outline of their plans for their additional efforts in 
reaching out to the Hispanic community.   He said that although the Chamber had previous made an effort in reaching 
out but there were always improvements that needed to be done.  He mentioned the outstanding leadership from the 
Board Members and said that if they made commitments to the Council on this request for funding and the Board 
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Members was ultimately responsible in the long run that the Chamber was providing what had been promised.  He 
introduced Peter Fong with SCORE, Anna Medina with CDFI and Shawna Glazener with Fresno Economic 
Development Corporation who were present.  Mr. Smith said that also participating in the partnership were agencies 
such as Valley Small Business Development Corporation, Board of Equalization, and the Small Business 
Administration. Representatives present provided a brief summary on how their organization could assist the Chamber 
in accomplishing their outreach efforts.  
 
Several comments and concerns were shared by Council including a request for the Chamber’s budget and financial 
statements.  Mr. Thiesen said that they would provide those for Council at the September 27, 2016 meeting. They had 
just completed their tax returns and would be able to provide their current financials.  
 
City Manager, Nicole Zieba stated that this was also her first view of their plan and when the budget was introduced 
her comments were that the community had not receive the $25,000 in value that was expected and that it was her 
fiduciary responsibility to make sure that every dollar was maximized. She had many questions about the program, 
with some of them being about the genesis of why the city wanted it in the first place and expressed her concerns 
about the lack of efforts in the special needs that had been previously identified. Ms. Zieba pointed out several 
deficiencies in the plan such as the lack of data on the businesses. Mr. Thiesen said that the initial launch of this 
program would be having the resources and identifying these businesses.  He said that he and Mr. Smith would be 
meeting with City Manager to hear what her concerns were in moving forward.   

 
RECEIVE INFORMATION & REPORTS 
 
7. MINUTES OF THE REGULAR REEDLEY AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING OF JUNE 16, 2016. – 

(Community Services)  
 

8. RECEIVE, REVIEW, AND FILE THE QUARTERLY INVESTMENT REPORT FOR 4TH QUARTER FISCAL 
YEAR 2015-16. – (Administrative Services) 

 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
12. BRIEF REPORT BY COUNCIL MEMBERS ON CITY RELATED ACTIVITIES AS AUTHORIZED BY THE 

BROWN ACT AND REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS. 
 
Council Member Rodriguez 

• Attended the ribbon cutting for the Smokin BBQ. 
• Attended the special event at the Fire Department.  

Council Member Fast 
• Was thankful for the light replacements by PG&E 
• Wanted to encourage the Airport Commission to continue to do something similar as to what they had 

done for the Airport BBQ.  
• Reedley College was having their 3rd Annual Constitution Week Conference and encouraged everyone to 

attend one of the sessions on Thursday & Friday. 
Council Member Beck 

• Comment to Shawna with EDC about his desire to contact UHP on I Street who did specialty welding to 
see if they would be interested in being part of the welding training program with EDC. 

• Stated that he had met the new League of California Cities representative and she would be at a Council 
meeting to introduce herself to Council.   

• Attended the Fire Department badge pinning ceremony and was very impressed.  
Council Member Betancourt 

• Also attended the Fire Department badge pinning ceremony. 
• Appreciated the PG&E light replacements and she could see the difference and said it was much needed.  

Mayor Soleno 
• Thanked Mayor Pro-Tem Betancourt for chairing the last Council meeting during his absence.  
• Attended the 4-H presentation and carnival showing their animals. Great turnout.  

 
STAFF REPORTS 
  
13. UPDATES AND/OR REPORTS BY CITY MANAGER AND/OR STAFF MEMBERS. 
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 Nicole Zieba, City Manager 

• Reminded Council on several community events, such as Taste of the Town event and ribbon cutting at 
Immanuel Elementary campus. 

• Gave Russ Robertson, Public Works Director credit for pursuing the lighting replacement with PG&E. 
• Provided an update on the new restroom at Pioneer Park which was slated to be done the day before 

Fiesta.   
• Asked Council if they had any concerns with meeting on Election Day, November 8, 2016 for the regular 

Council meeting.  Consensus from Council was to hold the regular Council meeting on November 8, 
2016. 

 Police Chief Garza 
• Provided a flyer on Reedley Night Out and invited Council to participate.  

John Robertson, City Engineer 
• Introduced Linda Thao, Assistant Engineer as the newest member in the Engineering Department.  
• Updated Council on the Reed Avenue Project.  

 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Soleno adjourned the regular meeting at 8:30 p.m.    
     
          
                __________________________________ 
                Ray Soleno, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
__________________________     
Sylvia B. Plata, City Clerk 




























































































































































































































