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The agenda for the Planning commission meeting of April 2, 2009 was duly posted in accordance with Government code 
Section 54954.2. 
 
The regular meeting of the Reedley Planning Commission was held Thursday, April 2, 2009 in the City of Reedley Council 
Chambers, 845 “G” Street, Reedley, California. Chairman Nord called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - The pledge of allegiance was led by Chairman Nord. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Commissioners 
 Present:   Barker, Cisneros, Clements, and Nord. 
 

Unexcused Absence: Chavez. 
 
 Staff Present:  David Brletic, City Planner, Steve Wright, Police Chief, Mike Pardo, Sr. Engineering 

Assistant; Rocky Rogers, City Manager, Stanley Nass, Assistant City Manager; Rob 
Terry, Assistant Planner, and Frances Wiles, Administrative Assistant. 

 
 Others Present:  Aeah Saphieh, Fareed Saphieh, Osama Saphieh, Diana Guerra-Silva, Maria Guerra, 

Cheryl Lingo, and others. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Minutes of Regular Meeting, April 3, 2008 
 
 C. Clements moved, C. Cisneros seconded, to approve the April 3, 2008 minutes.  Motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
 AYES:  Clements, Cisneros, Barker, and Nord. 
 NOES:  None. 
 ABSTAIN: None. 
 ABSENT: Chavez. 
 
2. Minutes of Regular Meeting, June 5, 2008 
 
 C. Clements moved, C. Barker seconded, to approve the June 5, 2008 minutes.  Motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
 AYES:  Clements, Barker, Cisneros, and Nord. 
 NOES:  None. 
 ABSTAIN: None. 
 ABSENT: Chavez. 
 
3. Minutes of Regular Meeting, March 5, 2009 
 
 C. Cisneros moved, C. Clements seconded, to approve the March 5, 2009 minutes.  Motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
 AYES:  Cisneros, Clements, and Nord. 
 NOES:  None. 
 ABSTAIN: Barker. 
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 ABSENT: Chavez. 
 
4. Building Report for the Month of February, 2009 
 
 C. Clements moved, C. Barker seconded, to approve the building report for the month of February, 2009.  Motion 
carried by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Clements, Barker, Cisneros, and Nord. 
 NOES:  None. 
 ABSTAIN: None. 
 ABSENT: Chavez. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
5. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SALES LICENSE – CARNICERIA LA MICHOACANA 
 
 a. Public Convenience or Necessity Findings Application No. 2008-1 
 b. Conditional Use Permit No. 452 
 
 City Planner Brletic reported that this is a request of Fareed Odeh Saphieh DBA Carniceria La Michoacana for a 
public convenience or necessity findings and a conditional use permit to allow a Type 20 (off-sale beer and wine) alcoholic 
beverage sales license at Carniceria La Michoacana Market located at 1339 E. Manning Avenue. Staff recommends that the 
Planning Commission recommend approval subject to conditions. 
 
Chairman Nord opened the public hearing at 5:14 p.m. 
 
Testimony in Favor or in Opposition:  Diana Guerra-Silva, 221 6th Street, Orange Cove, stated she has known Mr. Saphieh 
for a long time and known him to be law abiding, an upstanding member of the community, has always followed the direction 
of any policies Reedley has entertained and has served this community for a long time in his type business. She read the 
following letter from Mr. Saphieh: 
 

Members of the City Planning Commission: 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing me to speak today so that I may present my case. My 
name is Fareed Saphieh; I own and operate the Carniceria La Michoacana located at 1339 E. Manning Avenue. My 
business has been serving the community for approximately four years.  During that time I applied for an alcoholic 
beverage sales license on three different occasions. Unfortunately, the City Planning Commission denied my 
request due to the new City Ordinance No. 2008-08 not being in effect at that time. The recent approval of the new 
ordinance along with the approval of the City Planning Commission today would allow me to obtain an alcoholic 
beverage license for my business. I am here today to ask the City Planning Commission to please approve my 
request for an alcoholic beverage sales license so that I may more conveniently serve my loyal customers and the 
general public. If I am granted the alcoholic beverage sales license, my employees and I will strictly abide by all the 
rules, regulations, prerequisites and guidelines set forth in Ordinance No. 2008-08. My store is well known for being 
family-oriented, law abiding, honest, clean, well kept and open at convenient hours to serve the public. I hope that 
all of these things allow you to vote in favor of granting and allow me to have a Type 20 alcoholic beverage sales 
license. In closing I would like to thank the members of the City Planning Commission for allowing me this 
opportunity to present my case.  I hope you vote to allow me to receive an alcoholic beverage sales license so that 
I could better serve you and our great community.  Thank you. 
 

Ms. Guerra Silva added that Mr. Saphieh’s store is very well maintained, is family oriented, and she has never seen minors 
carry out cases of beer. Most are hard working people that come to shop like herself to buy meat, product and produce to 
make salsa for a little celebration with a little bit of alcohol. She lives in Orange Cove but does business in Reedley. 
Sometimes she stops to see Fareed and his store has a friendly atmosphere, is very open and epitomizes the mom and pop 
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stores. Her dad owned a business for 20 years in Orange Cove. It was a one-stop store for gasoline, hot sandwiches, Frito 
boats, beverages including alcohol. In the economic times we are in, she doesn’t want to spend more for gas than she 
needs to. If she can put some of her money into Mr. Saphieh’s pockets, which in turn goes to you, it helps everybody, 
herself, Mr. Saphieh and his family and the whole community. 
 
Maria Guerra, 196 8th Street, Orange Cove, stated that she is a pre-school teacher. Eight years ago she lived in Reedley 
four houses from Mr. Saphieh and his family, met his family and became like family. They are very open-hearted, wonderful 
business people and merchants. She cashes her check at Mr. Saphieh’s store, buys meat to barbecue and beer for her son 
to drink while he barbecues. She has never seen minors running out with beer. It is a very well managed, clean, family-
oriented business run by Mr. Saphieh and his family. It would be great if they would be able to receive a license. As her 
sister, Ms. Guerra-Silva, mentioned it is like a mom and pop store. Ms. Guerra managed her dad’s business in Orange Cove 
for 18 years. This is also a family business and they are trying to get ahead to better serve the community. 
 
Ms. Guerra Silva stated that she is a teacher at Orosi High School, has been teaching for 27 years, has served on the City 
Council in Orange Cove for over 16 years and was the mayor pro temp. She is very pleased when the mayor speaks about 
Reedley. He always says, “I do my business in Reedley”; and I say “so do I.” Speaking about our economy, she believes 
that the hard working people of Reedley, Orange Cove and the Central Valley up and down California that have the mom 
and pop’s stores have kept California going and not the big businesses. If Gottschalks closes, the mom and pop stores are 
still going to be open and praise God for them. She applauds all mom and pop stores because they are the backbone of this 
community and country and thanks them. 
 
Chairman Nord closed the public hearing at 5:25 p.m. 
 
C. Clements stated that a correction is needed to Condition No. 1 of Resolution No. 2009-2. Saturday is not mentioned. It 
should say that the hours of operation are Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
 
C. Barker asked if there is a current permit to sell alcoholic beverages at this location. A couple of the speakers mentioned 
they hadn’t seen any teenagers carrying cases of beer. City Planner Brletic replied they are currently not licensed to sell 
alcoholic beverages. They may be referring to a previous license that existed approximately four or five years ago. 
 
Chairman Nord asked Mr. Saphieh if he previously held a license to sell alcoholic beverages. Mr. Saphieh stated that he lost 
his license because he made a mistake on his application in 1999. Aeah Saphieh, 412 E. Parlier Avenue, Mr. Fareed 
Saphieh’s daughter, stated that there was a mistake on the application. It asked if he had ever gone to county jail and that is 
not true. He was fingerprinted and thought it had been dismissed. When they asked if he had ever gone to jail he said no 
because he had never gone to jail. Mr. Saphieh stated that he doesn’t speak English very well. Someone else filled out his 
application for him. Ms. Saphieh stated that somebody else filled out his paperwork for him. They didn’t ask him to read it 
because he doesn’t know much English. So when the guy read the application he just wrote no because he didn’t know her 
dad’s situation. That is the misunderstanding that happened with the application. 
 
Chairman Nord asked if there was a time when he could not re-apply. Mr. Saphieh stated he has a license for his Dinuba 
store for beer and wine and can show proof. Ms. Saphieh stated that the problem with the application was 10 years ago and 
the problem with the fingerprints was over 19 years ago. Mr. Saphieh stated that the Reedley police caught him because he 
didn’t have a shirt and took his fingerprints. Ms. Saphieh stated that her dad has lived here his entire life. She, her sister and 
four brothers were born and raised here. 
 
C. Cisneros asked how long he has owned his business at 1339 E. Manning Avenue. Mr. Saphieh replied that he sold the 
business in 1999 and two and a half years later bought it back. 
 
Chairman Nord asked in the area how does crime relate to alcoholic sales directly. Do we have any ongoing problems? 
Police Chief Wright replied that that particular area of town has probably our highest concentration of calls for service than 
anywhere else in town. Between Manning Avenue and Dinuba Avenue and east of East Avenue is our highest call volume. 
In that neighborhood the Meadowbrook Apartments and a few blocks to the south and east is probably the highest 
concentration call volume and the area he just described is probably the highest call volume that we have. How many of 
those are related to alcohol he doesn’t know. We have had three homicides within a one block area from that store in the 
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last three months, mostly gang related. He doesn’t know that alcohol had any contributing factor to those crimes. But it is a 
high volume area and a safe route to school area because Grant School is across from Camacho Park so we try to keep 
that area as safe as we can under the circumstances. 
 
C. Barker asked if there is a bus drop-off area close by. C. Clements stated that almost all the children at Meadowbrook 
Apartments are bused to Alta School. Over 180 students are bussed out daily from the Haney Avenue side. 
 
Chairman Nord stated the City Council has previously rejected it. The difference is we have this new ordinance in place that 
allows us to place conditions and before the City was not able to place conditions. City Planner Brletic stated that is correct. 
In place were standard State of California Alcoholic Beverage Control requirements enforceable by ABC. If there was a local 
problem, we would inform ABC to address it. This can restate all of the same regulations that ABC has so that we can 
enforce them locally and also add additional requirements we see fit which can be enforced by our Code Enforcement 
Department, our Police Department or can be brought to the attention of planning staff. If there is any violation of the 
conditions that are applied, you could initiate a revocation hearing and revoke the use permit or apply additional conditions 
that you see necessary for the activity to being conducted without being a detriment to the neighborhood. The new 
ordinance was approved January 13, 2009 and became effective in 2009. 
 
Chairman Nord asked whether this new ordinance is useful. Police Chief Wright replied that we had an opportunity to look at 
the value of this type of conditional use permit in on-sale premises. Two on-sale premises in town got out of control and we 
were able to use, outside of ABC regulations, the conditional use permit to either give them an ultimatum to come into 
compliance or we will shut you down tomorrow. The problem is that ABC will never act immediately. In his experience and 
discussions with Christine Weldon of ABC is that their process takes a very long time. If an establishment is not complying 
with ABC regulations, all he can do is issue a citation, write a report, send it to ABC, and ABC may take up to two years to 
take appropriate action on that establishment. The entire time ABC is doing that, they can still stay open for business and it 
creates a continuous problem for the Police Department if we have to wait that long to have some kind of administrative 
action taken against an establishment who we feel is violating the law or the rules. City Planner Brletic has talked at length 
about establishing a conditional use permit process for off-sale premises. Chief Wright has a very firm perspective on 
alcohol consumption and alcohol use. As part of his job he sees the effects of it in his day to day work life and the 
devastation over consumption causes. More death is caused by drunk drivers in the country every year than by firearms; yet 
we regulate firearms more than we do alcohol. The other applications that were denied without the conditional use permit 
was primarily because of the over concentration issue. There were always ten in that census tract. There is also a 4-county 
moratorium on new Type 20 licenses in Madera, Fresno, Kings and Tulare Counties that is part of the assembly bill that City 
Planner Brletic mentioned. ABC is even saying that in the 4-county area there is overconcentration of new Type 20 licenses. 
So he has either sent a protest letter based on that overconcentration by ABC or the overconcentration in Census Tract 
6601 in the City of Reedley. When Rite Aid moved from its old location to its new location (they are now in a different census 
tract), that made the concentration level in the City of Reedley drop below ten. The addition of the conditional use permit 
adds a valuable tool for the Police Department to be able to keep control locally and to deal more on a one on one with 
alcohol licensees. Mr. Saphieh and he have spoken several times and knows what Chief Wright’s perspective is on that and 
this is one of the things he wanted to see in place before he would be agreeable to allowing more Type 20’s in the City of 
Reedley because he had a blanket protest on all of them. This allows Chief Wright the ability to understand the philosophy of 
the City and economic development needing to promote that and allows him to help balance the scale of public safety and 
economic development. 
 
C. Clements stated that this would be a convenience because there is probably a lot of population in that section of town 
with no means of driving to get product. He would rather see them walking than driving to the store to buy alcoholic 
beverages. They would be more likely to drink while driving than walking. 
 
Chairman Nord asked about the other sites within that census tract. City Planner Brletic stated that all are on Manning 
Avenue. Off-sale licenses means you walk in, buy it and walk out for off-site consumption. Of the existing licenses five are 
Type 20 (beer and wine) and four are Type 21 (beer, wine and distilled spirits). The licensees are Town & Country Market, 
Save-Mart, One Stop Market, J’s Market, Vince’s Liquor & Deli, California Market, Long’s Drugs, Valero and Reedley Wines 
and Liquor. This census tract covers those alcohol licenses in the Manning Avenue corridor excluding the boundary to the 
new census tract which has the new Rite Aid east of Buttonwillow Avenue. 
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C. Cisneros asked if Me & Ed’s sells beer. City Planner Brletic stated there is another list for on-sale licenses which can only 
sell for on-site consumption at restaurants that sell beer and wine with a meal and others that would sell beer, wine and 
distilled spirits. C. Cisneros stated he understands the applicant’s point of view. There are a lot of markets that sell off-sale 
along with their other products. He doesn’t think his market would hurt anybody else by selling beer and wine. They can 
come from anywhere in town or other towns to purchase. 
 
Chairman Nord stated that his father ran a small country market for many years and never sold alcoholic beverages. What if 
a new store wants to go into the old vacant Rite Aid building and would like to sell alcohol which would put that area over the 
ten limit. He likes the mom and pop markets and other kinds of stores that are a great part of America. He likes having the 
conditional use permit in place and to hear that it is more effective to enforce. How frequently do we check off-sale facilities? 
Police Chief Wright replied that the police have at least three operations a year and focus on different areas. One is a decoy 
operation where we send a person who looks underage or a little over 21 to see if the clerk in the store will sell to him. 
Another operation is to see if customers of the store will go in and buy for somebody under age from the outside. If there is 
somebody regularly patronizing the store, we will plant a decoy outside and, as they come to the store, they will ask him to 
buy alcohol for them. The other operation is an inspection to make sure signage, video cameras and anything they have on-
site for their own security are under ABC regulations and operational. The success rate for stores in this community is very, 
very high. Of those three operations of the 42 total alcoholic beverage licensees in the City, which is a very high number, 
there is only one usually a year that will either sell to somebody under 21 or isn’t in compliance. The consequence is a 15-
day suspension of the license on the first offence and a fine to the clerk that sold the alcohol. One thing ABC does that is a 
little frustrating is that ABC will always allow the store owner or licensee to pay a fine in lieu of the suspension. If it is a 15-
day suspension, instead of being suspended they will say okay you have to pay a $3,000 fine. It would be great if some of 
the money came to us doing the operation, but it all goes to the state. So they don’t lose any time in selling alcohol even 
though they do have administrative penalties. 
 
City Planner Brletic stated that the Commission may want to suggest that any violation be reported to the Planning 
Commission for review of the use permit if you think more harsh penalties should apply, and that can be conducted through 
the conditional use permit. If you don’t think a 15-day suspension is punishment enough for doing something you assume is 
not going to happen through issuance of this use permit, you can ask that any violation being reported causes a review by 
the Planning Commission of the use permit and that can come before you for your review and you can take action 
accordingly. Chairman Nord stated that anybody can make a mistake so he doesn’t know that he would want to do that on 
the first one, but if there were a second one within a fixed period of time, that might be a reasonable thing to put in place. 
 
Osama Saphieh, Mr. Saphieh’s son, stated that in all the years he has helped his dad they have never had any problems 
and does not foresee any problems because Subway and the Mexican restaurant are there and a bunch of cops come to us. 
He doesn’t think anybody would ever want to cause problems. We would be afraid of selling beer to minors because you 
have operations and we would get a bunch of cops. He doesn’t think they would be able to do anything wrong if we see a 
bunch of cops around us. We also take care of our customers and have little kids coming in all the time. We have never 
done anything bad to anybody. All we do is help out people. Mr. Fareed Saphieh added that he has history in this store and 
you can check his record. If we sell to minors, we get a ticket from ABC. 
 
Chairman Nord asked Mr. Saphieh how he feels about a condition that would include a stiffer penalty if there were a second 
violation within a three- or five-year period. Would he have a problem with that? Osama Saphieh replied that they are willing 
to do whatever it takes to get their alcoholic beverage license. 
 
C. Barker asked if we put a condition on this permit, would it apply to other licensees in town or start from each individual 
case that comes before us. City Planner Brletic replied that it is for each individual case. This resolution is specific to this 
application for this location and for this license. 
 
Chairman Nord stated that the Commission is advisory to the City Council. If the City Council sees that it is too light or too 
heavy, they can alter it. In hearing that what usually happens is that they pay a fine and keep selling, it might be reasonable 
to say that a second offense within a three-year period would call for a suspension of the license for a minimum of 90 days. 
C. Clements and C. Cisneros concurred. C. Cisneros added that nobody means to make a mistake and sell to minors. If 
they do, they learn by their first mistake. The second mistake is really going to hurt them. It would be fair to do that. If they 
abide the laws, nothing will be happen. Chairman Nord stated that Police Chief Wright said there is pretty high compliance 
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with this law and there shouldn’t be any problem with anybody abiding that rule. He suggests before considering passage 
that we look at the conditional use permit and add wording that if there is a second offence for selling to minors within a 
three-year period from the first offence. The timeline starts from the first offence. C. Clements stated it should be with any 
ABC offence. 
 
Police Chief Wright stated that it would be a violation of the conditional use permit and we would enforce it as a City Code 
violation which would affect their business license. ABC has full control over the alcohol sales license. City Planner Brletic 
suggests you review any violation and seriously consider revocation of the use permit or some other condition you think 
necessary to correct the problem. He doesn’t know how you can write in a specific penalty into the resolution that would be 
enforceable locally. Police Chief Wright is correct that you are starting to look at impacts on the entire business and 
business license. If you would like staff to explore language related to review of the use permit, which may be enough of a 
deterrent that is very clear that it comes back for Commission review if they have any ABC action against them. Chairman 
Nord stated it then becomes the responsibility of the police department if there is a second offence that they would be 
referred that to you. At that point we have the option of revoking the conditional use permit for x number of days, months or 
years. Police Chief Wright added that is already built into the City Code for review of violations of city ordinances. With 
respect to conditional use permits and business licenses if we are enforcing a violation, it doesn’t go to the court or ABC. It 
goes to this board and you review it, and City Attorney can represent the City. You review it and determine what sanctions 
you want to place on the business license or what changes you want to make to the conditional use permit. Chairman Nord 
stated that we would still add a step to the conditional use permit that a second offence within a three-year period of any 
ABC law would bring back the conditional use permit to the Commission. 
 
C. Clements moved, C. Cisneros seconded, whereas the Planning Commission makes the required findings and 
recommends approval of Public Convenience or Necessity Findings Application No. 2008-1, including staff’s recommended 
conditions, by the adoption of Resolution No. 2009-1.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  Clements, Cisneros, Barker, and Nord. 
NOES:  None. 
ABSTAIN: None. 
ABSENT: Chavez. 

 
C. Cisneros moved, C. Clements seconded, whereas the Planning Commission makes the required findings and 
recommends approval of Conditional Use Permit No. 452, including staff’s recommended conditions and adding Condition 
No. 9 if there is a second offence within a three-year period of any ABC law that the conditional use permit be brought back 
to the Commission for review for revocation or modification of the conditional use permit and also amending Condition No. 1 
about the Saturday hours of operation, by the adoption of Resolution No. 2009-2.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  Cisneros, Clements, Barker, and Nord. 
NOES:  None. 
ABSTAIN: None. 
ABSENT: Chavez. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
6. MINOR REVISION TO CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 110 – SIERRA VIEW HOMES, INC. 
 City Planner Brletic reported that this is a request of Sierra View Homes, Inc. for a minor revision to Conditional Use 
Permit No. 110 to add an additional dining room to the existing skilled nursing facility located at 1155 E. Springfield Avenue, 
APN 370-150-49, -52 & -53.  Part of the project calls for removing the existing parking lot which contains 19 parking stalls 
but will be replaced with a new parking lot with 21 parking stalls.  The Planning Commission can approve a minor revision to 
a conditional use permit without a public hearing provided they make the determination that the request is minor and does 
not substantially change the character or intensity of the use permit as it was previously approved by the City. Staff’s 
determination is that the request for an additional dining room is minor. Staff recommends approval subject to the conditions. 
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Chairman Nord asked if they are under the requirements for green space. City Planner Brletic replied that the modification of 
the existing parking is for installation of the new dining hall takes away some existing landscaping. We have not done an 
analysis of the square footage of landscaping that would be lost. His preliminary assessment of the entire facility is that it 
has green space throughout. He doesn’t know whether you would rely on this location to satisfy the green space 
requirements. The project of the dining hall expansion includes a patio amenity attached to it. So there will another outdoor 
area that is attached to the dining hall. Chairman Nord asked if they don’t live under the requirements of the multiple-family 
units as far as green space. City Planner Brletic asked he is referring to the 10% requirement in the multi-family district. We 
would apply that to a new project and we could apply that to this existing project. He doesn’t have the original approval for 
Conditional Use Permit No. 110. 
 
There was unanimous consensus by the Commission that this project is a minor conditional use permit. 
 
C. Barker asked about the payment of fees to the Kings Canyon School District. City Planner Brletic replied that is a 
standard condition we apply to all new development approvals. There may or may not be a fee associated with this type of 
development with the Kings Canyon Unified School District. We put it on the developer/applicant to contact Kings Canyon 
Unified School District to understand whether or not there is a fee that applies; and, if so, they need to pay that fee and show 
proof of payment to the City of Reedley. 
 
C. Clements stated that oftentimes with senior citizen complexes like Cypress Estates they have been exempt previously 
because it is “senior citizen”. 
 
C. Clements moved, C. Cisneros seconded, whereas the Planning Commission makes the required findings and approves 
Minor Revision to Conditional Use Permit No. 110, including staff’s recommended conditions, by the adoption of Resolution 
No. 2009-3.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  Barker, Cisneros, Clements, and Nord. 
NOES:  None. 
ABSTAIN: None. 
ABSENT: Chavez. 

 
COMMISSION COMMENTS AND REPORTS 
 
7. RECEIVE AND DISCUSS REPORTS FROM PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS REGARDING PLANNING 

COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 
 
 Chairman Nord asked about the water towers. It has to be more expensive to build an elevated tower versus a tank 
on the ground. What are the advantages and is it cost justified. Sr. Engineering Assistant Pardo stated that the elevated 
water tower will provide the pressure required by the City to maintain fire protection and is one advantage. We do not have 
booster pumps. Our original downtown water towers are gravity filled. Chairman Nord stated that Selma does not have a 
water tower. How do they maintain the water pressure? Sr. Engineering Assistant Pardo replied he did not know. City 
Planner Brletic stated the concept behind multiple towers is they all need to be at the same elevation to maintain uniform 
pressure throughout pumping during non-peak hours for power costs and having pressure during peak hours that is 
generated by the raised tower. Police Chief Wright stated that it also gives us a place to put our cellular antennas. Sr. 
engineering Assistant Pardo stated that one individual has a Wi-Fi antenna on the water tower that has a ten-mile radius. 
 
Chairman Nord stated there is more gang activity in town. Police Chief Wright stated we are seeing an increase in Bulldog 
gang members. Some of it is because of disorganization. Any time you put pressure on them, the problem gets worse before 
it gets better. We picked up the organizers that are in prison or going to prison for a very long time. Now the worker bees are 
running amok because they have no direction and are doing their own thing but not smart enough not to get caught. 
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Chairman Nord stated he read a statistic that one out of 31 Americans is in prison or on some kind of supervised probation. 
Police Chief Wright stated that our state is leading. It costs $35,000 a year to keep a prisoner in state prison and $75,000 if 
they are on death row and about $15,000 to $20,000 to keep in a county facility. 
 
City Planner Brletic updated the Commission on the items coming before the Commission this summer; the Housing 
Element update, the General Plan Update, and the proposed Blossom Trail 40-acre development at the southwest corner of 
Manning and Zumwalt Avenues. Engineering is working on the traffic circle at Dinuba and Buttonwillow Avenues that will be 
coming up for bid soon. 
 
Chairman Nord asked about the fence on the sales lot on 11th Street. City Planner Brletic stated that the conditions of 
approval call for replacement of that fence. We will contact Code Enforcement and have them inform them that that needs to 
be revisited.  If they do not comply, it will come back to the Commission. 
 
Chairman Nord stated there is a Valdez tow truck parked by a house that is vacant. C. Clements added that there is a car in 
the driveway that looks like it has been abandoned.  It is in the third block of Carpenter from eastbound from Reed. 
 
C. Cisneros asked about the water meters. City Planner Brletic stated that he doesn’t know when we are going to go to 
metered rates. His understanding is that they are still analyzing consumption. Sr. Engineering Assistant Pardo stated that we 
are still metering the water to set a base line. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chairman Nord the meeting at 6:27 p.m. 

 
______________________________ 
George Nord, Chairman 
Reedley Planning Commission 
 

ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
David Brletic, Secretary 
 


